
2025
Annual Report

Mission Statement

The Lenexa Chamber of Commerce is the voice of 
the business community.

The Chamber provides
resources and tools that help businesses succeed,

brings new customers and investment
to the community,

advocates for a positive business climate,
and plans for the future

to ensure continued high quality of life in Lenexa.



Creating Business Connections:
Networking, Education, & Marketing Opportunities

Mission Pillar: Provide member businesses with the practical tools and resources

they need to grow and succeed.

To help cultivate business and professional connections,

the Chamber continued to strengthen the value of our platform of

networking, educational, and marketing opportunities,

implementing strategies focused on

quality, variety, accessibility, and relevance.



Sustained event attendance 
across-the-board, including 
regular event sell-outs.

Sell-Out 2025

Luncheon Programs

State of the City

----

Foundations of a Century: 

Our Region in the

Lenexa Chamber’s

First Year
-------

Beyond the Headlines:

Inside the Federal Reserve
-------

Game Plan for 2026:

Soccer, Business, and KC’s 

Global Moment

Hosted another sold-out
Lenexa Golf Classic.

Conducted a record 37 ribbon 

cuttings and groundbreakings, 
celebrating business growth.

Pursued multiple joint 

chamber events to expand  
member networking benefits.



Making Professional Connections:
2025 By the Numbers

Total 

Number

of 

Events:  

118

Quality, Variety, Accessibility, Relevance

100 Year Celebration

AM Live

Annual Meeting

Business After Hours

Chairman’s Ambassadors

Industry Roundtables

Lenexa Golf Classic

Lawn Party

Leadership Lenexa

Lenexa EDC

Legislative Affairs

Lunch & Learns

Membership Luncheons

New Member Breakfast

Past Chairs

QuickStart Breakfast

Ribbon Cuttings

Speed Networking Lunch

Spring Social

State of the City 

State of the County

Total Number Of 

Different Event 

Types:

21

Number Of Free 

Event Types:

12

Total 

Number of 

Event 

Attendees:

4,300+



Launched
industry-specific 
roundtables, with 
more to come.

Manufacturing

Life Sciences



Celebrated the organization’s 
centennial throughout the year.



Expanded marketing accessibility
through cost-effective new, tiered, and
series sponsorship opportunities,
helping more member businesses
share their unique stories.

Marketing 
Opportunities

AM Lives

Annual Meeting

Business After Hours

Chamber Website

E-Communications

Lenexa Golf Classic

Lawn Party

Leadership Lenexa

Lenexa EDC

Lunch & Learns

Membership Luncheons

New Member Breakfasts

New Member Folders

QuickStart Breakfasts

Relocation Guide

Ribbon Cuttings

Speed Networking Lunch

Spring Social

State of the City 

Number of 

unique member 

sponsors/hosts: 

Over 80



Highlighting, Connecting, and Informing
Our Stakeholders

The Chamber continued to strengthen our communications effectiveness by upgrading

our technology tools and utilizing new strategies around digital communication and

social media to better highlight and serve our members, partners, and the public.

Upgraded Platforms, Elevated Content, Growing Engagement



Chamber emails had

open rates

and click rates

higher than the 2025 

national nonprofit 

average.

Source: Nonprofit Tech for Good

Upgraded our email platform and 

increased our social media followers, 

reach, and engagement, continuously 

amplifying the promotion of our members.

Facebook Followers +243

LinkedIn Followers +659

Number of

“Ambassador 

Welcome” 

social media 

posts:

54

More member highlights, more information,

more personal



Completed economic development microsite enhancements
to provide members and the public with

a more appealing, helpful, and user-friendly experience.



Growing the Local Economy:
Economic Development Council and

Convention & Visitors Bureau
Mission Pillar: Support the local economy by bringing new investment,

jobs, customers, and visitors to Lenexa.

The Chamber continued our lead “front door” role in Lenexa’s Economic Development and 

Convention & Visitors Bureau marketing efforts, striving to exceed the expectations of our 

members, partners, and the City of Lenexa in fulfilling those services.



Total New 

Permitted 

Construction:

$394 million

Investment creating long-term community assets and

hundreds of new and retained jobs

Residential:

$184 million

Commercial:

$210 million



Increased net new Economic
Development Council investors.

Updated marketing collateral and 
Economic Development website pages.

Expanded business 

retention and site visits with 
area companies.

Highlighted Lenexa development 
with a familiarization tour.

2025
Lenexa EDC Programs

Mayor Sayers and Asst City Mgr Mike Nolan

Forward Lenexa 3/8-cent Sales Tax Renewal 

Chairman Mike Kelly

Johnson County Commission

Joshua Jefferson

Deputy Secretary of Business Development 

KS Department of Commerce

Dr. Frank Harwood

Deputy Secretary

Kansas Department of Education

Jenny Wilson

V.P. of Tourism Development

Visit KC

Laura Lombard, Director of International Division, 

KS Dept of Commerce, Joshua Kaplan, Director 

of U.S. Commercial Service KC Field Office,

and Drew Felling, Chair, Mid-America District 

Export Council

Tim Cowden

President & CEO

Kansas City Area Development Council

Jackie McClaskey

President & CEO

American Royal Foundation

Dr. Tony Miksa

President

Johnson County Community College



Convention & Visitors Bureau Lenexa CVB Partners
3&2 Baseball

City of Lenexa

CVB Advisory Council

Frontier Military Historic Byway

I-435 Sports

KC Destinations

Kansas Tourism

Lenexa Historical Society

Lenexa Attractions

Lenexa Hotels

Lenexa Restaurants

Northeast Kansas Tourism Coalition

Pitch Lenexa

Skal KC

Sports KS

Travel Industry Ass’n of KS

Increased the CVB’s

Visit Lenexa social media 

platforms’ followers, reach, 

and engagement, 

enhancing Lenexa’s 
marketing exposure.

Cultivated CVB 

local/regional 

partnerships to 

amplify our tourism

and visitor reach. 

Created a new 

World Cup 

microsite, 

highlighting 

event & tourism 

information for 

World Cup 

visitors. 



Created and printed a new
City of Lenexa map,
the most requested

CVB print piece,
offering new opportunities 
for hospitality marketing.



Maintaining Business Community Influence: 
Legislative Affairs & Leadership Lenexa

Mission Pillar: Advocate for a business climate
that promotes economic growth and competitiveness.

The Chamber continued our legislative advocacy at all levels of government,

working proactively to represent our members on issues important to business and

facilitating opportunities to interact with policymakers and influencers.

Celebrating its 38th year, the Chamber’s leadership development program also

inspired and prepared business professionals to become

leaders within their organizations, industries, and communities.



Advocated for our 
community 
throughout the 
2025 state 
legislative session 
and connected 
members and 
policymakers.

• Eight Legislative Affairs 

briefings

• Co-hosted a legislative 

reception with the City

• Two meetings with 

Lenexa-area state 

lawmakers



Helped lead a campaign 
supporting Lenexa’s
3/8-cent sales tax renewal 
for roads and recreation.



Provided important 
voter resources for the 
2025 primary and 
general local elections.



Welcomed the 38th year of
Leadership Lenexa,

offering nine full-day sessions 
highlighting different aspects of 

community leadership and service.

A leadership development program
inspiring and preparing business professionals to be leaders

in their organizations, industries, and communities. 

2025 LEADERSHIP LENEXA 

GRADUATES
Tony Barron, Johnson County Government

Shelly Bouse, The Agency

Sawyer Breslow, GBA

Isaiah Blackmon, McCownGordon Construction

Angela Brown, BOK Financial

Kyle Glaser, City of Lenexa

Courtney Hultgren, Jo Co Community College

John Michael Handley, Diode Ventures

Jennifer Isabell, CoreFirst Bank & Trust

Ali Lawson, JE Dunn Construction

Lucas Robben, Turner Construction

Anne Smoke, Minney Surveying

Jennifer Tucker, Syndeo HRO

Angel Whitaker, City of Lenexa

Brandon von Dorpowski, AdventHealth

Cody Wilbers, City of Lenexa

Grant Zebold, Lamp Rynearson



Leadership Lenexa included nine full-
day sessions, each featuring a 
different aspect of the community 
including City, County, and State 
Governments, City Services, 
Education, Regionalism, Economic 
Development, Leadership Strengths, 
and Team Building.

The sessions featured presentations, 
onsite visits, and small group exercises 
designed to educate and 
inspire examination of local and 
regional issues.

The program also provided the 
opportunity to engage with 
established and emerging leaders 
and expand personal and 
professional networks.

Cultivated 

new 

Leadership 

Lenexa 

Alumni 

connections!



Being An Effective Community Partner:
Membership & Community Engagement

Mission Pillar: Plan for the future to ensure continued high quality of life in Lenexa.

The Chamber implemented additional membership investment and retention strategies

to ensure we remain a strong and sustainable organization

ready to serve as an effective community partner,

while continuing our lead role as the voice of area businesses in planning for the future.  



Increased total new member investors
More businesses, organizations, and 

individuals are realizing the benefits of 
investing in us.

Increased net retention

We are growing at a faster rate.

More targeted and 

personalized 

membership outreach

Fresher membership 

materials 

Highly engaged

Board members & 

AmbassadorsIncreased total retention

Once they invest, more members 

are choosing to stay with us.

700 members and counting





The Chamber continued to serve
as a strong voice for Lenexa

on issues including
transportation,

economic development,
tourism,

public policy,
World Cup planning,

civic institutions,
and much more

through leadership and involvement
on local, state, and regional

committees, boards, and organizations.  



Thank You to Our

2025 Board of Directors

Aaron Alonzo

SpringHill Suites

David Bonebrake

Healthcare Solutions 

Team

Eric Bosch

Studio Six13

Sissel Jacob

AdventHealth

Susan McNamara

 Russell Construction

Dave Kepper

Security Bank

of Kansas City

Deanne Belshe

Johnson County 

Community College

Ryan Browning

Kansas Gas Service

Mayor Julie Sayers

Ex-Officio

Kate Smith

Kate Smith Soiree 

Melissa Vancrum

Rouse, Frets, White, 

Goss, Gentile & Rhodes

Micah Walje 

Ronco Construction

Alexandria Zacny 

Turner Construction

Kit Simmons

Express Scale Parts & 

Manufacturing



Thank You to Our

2025 Committee & Division Chairs

Todd Karnatz

CoreFirst Bank & Trust

Lenexa Economic

Development Council

Dave Kepper

Security Bank of Kansas City

Legislative Affairs

Erin Evans

Emprise Bank

Leadership Lenexa

Jay Adams

Emerge Enterprises, L.C.

Chairman's Ambassadors



To learn more,
contact us at staff@lenexa.org 
or visit www.lenexa.org


	Slide 1:  2025 Annual Report
	Slide 2: Creating Business Connections: Networking, Education, & Marketing Opportunities
	Slide 3: Sustained event attendance across-the-board, including regular event sell-outs.
	Slide 4: Making Professional Connections: 2025 By the Numbers
	Slide 5: Launched industry-specific roundtables, with more to come.
	Slide 6: Celebrated the organization’s centennial throughout the year.
	Slide 7: Expanded marketing accessibility through cost-effective new, tiered, and series sponsorship opportunities, helping more member businesses share their unique stories.
	Slide 8: Highlighting, Connecting, and Informing Our Stakeholders
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Completed economic development microsite enhancements to provide members and the public with a more appealing, helpful, and user-friendly experience.
	Slide 11: Growing the Local Economy: Economic Development Council and Convention & Visitors Bureau
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Increased net new Economic Development Council investors.
	Slide 14: Convention & Visitors Bureau
	Slide 15: Created and printed a new City of Lenexa map, the most requested CVB print piece, offering new opportunities for hospitality marketing.
	Slide 16:  Maintaining Business Community Influence:  Legislative Affairs & Leadership Lenexa
	Slide 17: Advocated for our community throughout the 2025 state legislative session and connected members and policymakers.
	Slide 18: Helped lead a campaign supporting Lenexa’s 3/8-cent sales tax renewal for roads and recreation.
	Slide 19: Provided important voter resources for the 2025 primary and general local elections.
	Slide 20: Welcomed the 38th year of Leadership Lenexa, offering nine full-day sessions highlighting different aspects of community leadership and service.
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Being An Effective Community Partner: Membership & Community Engagement
	Slide 23: Increased total new member investors More businesses, organizations, and individuals are realizing the benefits of investing in us.
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: The Chamber continued to serve as a strong voice for Lenexa on issues including transportation, economic development, tourism, public policy, World Cup planning, civic institutions, and much more through leadership and involvement on local, stat
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28: To learn more, contact us at staff@lenexa.org or visit www.lenexa.org

